Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 193 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.027; wR factor = 0.071; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.3.
The mean plane of the pyrazolone ring [maximum deviation = 0.054 (1) Å ] of the title compound, C 14 H 15 N 3 O 2 , is oriented at a dihedral angle of 36.05 (7) with respect to the phenyl ring. The methyl group is slightly disposed [distance = 0.864 (2) Å ] out of the mean plane of the pyrazolone ring to which it is attached.
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For the biological activity of pyrazolone derivates (e.g. dipyrone), see: Pierre et al. (2007) . For general methods of clevage of N-Cbz protected amines see: Greene & Wuts (1999) . For conversion of N-Cbz-protected amines into N-t-Boc-protected amines, see: Sakaitani et al. (1988 Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe, 2010); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-RED (Stoe, 2010); program(s) used to solve structure: SIR97 (Altomare et al., 1999); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009); software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON.
group from a N-Cbz group into a N-t-Boc group in an one pot synthesis (Sakaitani et al., 1988) with the structure 3-(4-((benzyloxycarbonyl)(methyl)amino)-2-methyl-5-oxo-1-phenyl-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrazol-3-yl)propanoic acid, a ringclosure to sixmembered ring was formed. For further investigation, we omitted the step of conversion and performed a direct clevage reaction (Greene & Wuts, 1999) leading to the title compound.
The pyrazolone ring of the anellated ringsystem is oriented at a dihedral angle of 36.05 (7)° with respect to the phenyl ring. The methyl group (C17) shows a distance of 0.864 (2) Å to the least square plane of the pyrazolone ring system.
Experimental
The compound was prepared by palladium catalzyed cleaverage of a N-Cbz protected amine (Greene & Wuts, 1999) . 3-(4-((Benzyloxycarbonyl)(methyl)amino)-2-methyl-5-oxo-1-phenyl-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrazol-3-yl)propanoic acid (0.74 g, 1.81 mmol) and palladium on activated carbon (10%, 0.19 g, 0.18 mmol) were dissolved in 40 ml ethyl acetate under a hydrogen atmosphere (1 atm). The mixture was stirred for 12 h with regular TLC monitoring, then filtered and concentrated.
The resulting residue was purified by flash chromatography (SiO 2 , ethyl acetate/isopropyl alcohol 1:1). Crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of ethanol at room temperature.
Refinement
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